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✓ Google, Amazon, 
Microsoft, Apple and 
YouTube are 
popular.

✓ Facebook, Twitter 
and TikTok have 
negative images.
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✓ Perceived importance 
of the tech industry 
to the economy and 
national security is 
consistently high 
across all 9 states.
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Stopping skyrocketing inflation

Improving the economy and creating jobs

Stopping illegal immigration

Controlling taxes, government spending and the deficit

Protecting Social Security and Medicare

Making health care more affordable

Addressing climate change

Addressing education needs

Reducing crime

Dealing with COVID

Regulating U.S. technology companies

Don't know/other

Addressing social justice issues like voting rights and racial 
inequality

✓ Across the 9 
states, 
“pocketbook 
issues” are top 
concerns.

✓ Regulating U.S. 
tech companies 
lands at the 
bottom of the 
list.

“Which of the following issues is the single most important for your next U.S. Senator to be working on?” 
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0% 10% 20% 30%

Protecting online privacy and personal data from
hackers

Making sure personal data isn't misused or sold
without permission

Reducing political bias on social media

Fighting misinformation on social media platforms

Breaking up large U.S. tech compaines into smaller
ones

Requiring tech companies to disclose what personal
info they use to create algorithms

Encouraging tech companies to serve as moderator
of what can/can't be posted on social media

Limiting the ability of tech companies to grow larger

Other/don't know

✓ Across the 9 states, 
nearly half of voters 
want Congress to 
focus on protecting 
their online privacy 
and personal data. 

“When considering new laws focused on technology companies, which one of the following policy 
goals should be the main focus for Congress?”



7



8

68%

19%
13%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Support Oppose No opinion

✓ Awareness of the proposed anti-trust legislation 
averages around one-third of all voters in the 9 
states surveyed.  Awareness in individual states 
ranged from a low of 23% (IA) to a high of 41% 
(AK). Low levels of awareness means there is an 
opportunity to educate voters.

✓ After being provided a brief explanation of the 
legislation, initial support across the 9 states 
averages 68% support, 19% oppose and 13% no 
opinion.  Generally speaking, Democrats in all 
states are more supportive than Republicans or 
Independent/unaffiliated voters.

✓ Highest support is found in Maine (72%), South 
Carolina (71%) and South Dakota (71%).  
However, support did not dip below 65% in any 
state.  

“Congress is currently considering legislation that would 
regulate tech companies in America. The proposed 

legislation is a result of claims that big tech companies like 
Google, Amazon, Facebook and Apple are violating so-called 

antitrust laws by engaging in business practices that 
discourage competition and result in monopolies. This 

legislation could make it illegal for major tech platforms to 
operate multiple lines of business and prohibit tech 

companies from giving their own products and services 

preference over those of their competitors.”
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“Would you be more likely or less likely to vote for your U.S. Senator or Member of Congress if you knew 
they supported this legislation regulating U.S. tech companies?”

✓ Across the 9 states, on average, 43% would be more likely and 41% less likely to vote for their U.S. 
Senator or Member of Congress if they supported the anti-trust legislation regulating tech companies.

✓ The most negative reaction is found among West Virginia voters (53% less likely to vote for elected 
official who supports legislation).

✓ Narrow majorities in AK and ME would be more likely to support elected official who supports the 
legislation.
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✓By a better than 2:1 margin voters in these 9 
states believe anti-trust is a complex issue 
that needs to be studied before Congress 
rushes to a vote.

✓ Solid majorities in all 9 states share this 
sentiment.

✓ The widest margins on this question are found 
in Utah (71% complex/17% urgent) and in 
Nebraska (68/18%).

✓ South Dakota, Florida and Iowa have the most 
narrow margins on this question but 
majorities there still say “take the time to 
study.”

“This is an urgent problem that needs to be fixed and 
Congress should hurry up and pass this legislation 

right away.

This is a complex issue and Congress should take the 
time to study all sides before voting on it.”
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“Is your opinion of China very favorable, 
somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable 
or very unfavorable? If you have no opinion 

about China, just say so.”

• “If this legislation passes, American tech companies 
could be forced to share your personal data with 
their Chinese competitors, making your online 
information vulnerable to Chinese hackers.”    
(67% less likely/52% “much” less likely to 
support legislation)

• “These new regulations would apply only to American 
tech companies, putting us at a competitive 
disadvantage with China. That means Chinese tech 
companies would gain the upper hand in developing 
new technologies that are vital to America's economic 
& national security. (60% less likely/39% “much” 
less likely to support legislation)

Across all 9 states, wide majorities of voters (ranging from 71% in Utah and South Carolina to 81% in West 
Virginia) have an unfavorable opinion toward China.  Accordingly, messages that play into voters’ ill will 

and distrust toward China are effective in eroding support for anti-trust legislation.
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On average across the 9 states, these were the top 
3-messages:

52% Much Less Likely to Support/67% Total Less Likely
“If this legislation passes, American tech companies could be forced 
to share your personal data with their Chinese competitors, 
making your online information vulnerable to Chinese hackers.” 

42% Much Less Likely to Support/58% Total Less Likely 
“This legislation is being pushed by the Biden Administration & other 
D.C. liberals like Nancy Pelosi, AOC & The Squad. Passing it gives 
these radicals what they really want, which is to control American 
tech companies. 

39% Much Less likely to Support/60% Total Less Likely
“These new regulations would apply only to American tech 
companies, putting us at a competitive disadvantage with China. 
That means Chinese tech companies would gain the upper hand in 
developing new technologies that are vital to America's economic & 
national security.

Key Data Points:
✓ Voters want Congress to focus on 

protecting personal data and online 

privacy; China is unpopular (10% 

favorable/74% unfavorable). 

Biden is unpopular (38% 

favorable/58% unfavorable).

✓ Notably, this message battery is 

more impactful among Nebraska, 

South Carolina and West Virginia 

voters.

✓ Messages are least likely to 

influence voters in Maine, Alaska 

and, to similar degree, South 

Dakota voters.
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If it passes, American tech companies could be forced to share your personal data with

Chinese competitors, making your online information vulnerable to Chinese hackers.

This legislation is being pushed by the Biden Administration & other D.C. liberals like

Pelosi, AOC and The Squad. Passing it gives these radicals what they really want, which

is to control American tech companies.

If legislation passes, we’d have to start paying for things like Google Maps, YouTube, 

Instagram, iMessage and FaceTime…Even overnight shipping from Amazon Prime.

This legislation would weaken proven safety & security protocols, making the U.S. more

vulnerable to foreign cyber-attacks... put national security, economy & infrastructure at

risk.

The legislation would devastate small businesses who sell products on sites like Amazon

by making it harder for customers to find businesses online, creating less competition

and driving up prices for consumers.

America should be about promoting competition and innovation. But this legislation

creates a European-style set of regulations that adds red tape, kills innovation, stops

economic growth and punishes American companies for being successful.

The legislation would make it harder for consumers to access popular online services..

could ban Google from displaying Google Maps, Alexa users from ordering on Amazon &

prohibit Instagram stories on Facebook.

With economy still suffering from pandemic, this is the absolute worst time for Congress

to impose new burdensome regulations on American tech companies that support

millions of jobs.

More likely Less likely No opinion

52% much less (67% total)

These new regulations would apply only to American tech companies, putting us at a 
competitive disadvantage with China. That means Chinese tech companies would gain the upper 
hand in developing new technologies that are vital to America’s economic and national security. 

This legislation would weaken proven safety and security protocols, making the United 
States more vulnerable to foreign cyber-attacks that put our national security, economy 

and infrastructure at risk.

If this legislation passes, we’d have to start paying for things we now get for free. That 
means free apps like Google Maps, YouTube, Instagram, iMessage and FaceTime could all 

cost money. Even overnight shipping from Amazon Prime could no longer be free. 

The legislation would make it harder for consumers to access popular online services. 
It could ban Google from displaying Google Maps, Alexa users from ordering on 

Amazon, and prohibit Instagram stories on Facebook.
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✓ On average (across all 9 states), the most 
likely consequences are:

50% Likely to Occur:
“Imposing burdensome regulations on 
American companies, in the midst of a 
pandemic, will hurt our economy.”

49% Likely to Occur:
“We may have to start paying for things that 
are currently free, including apps like Google 

Maps, YouTube, Instagram, iMessage and 
FaceTime.” 

Key Data Points:
✓ There is a degree of skepticism about 

whether the consequences will actually 
become a reality.

✓ Voters’ top concerns are pocketbook 
issues (31%).

✓ West Virginians and South Dakotans 
are more likely to believe the 
consequences will come to fruition.

✓ Maine and Alaska voters are most 
skeptical about the consequences of 
this legislation.
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Imposing burdensome regulations on American companies, in the midst of a
pandemic, will hurt our economy.

We may have to start paying for things that are currently free, including
apps like Google Maps, YouTube, Instagram, iMessage and FaceTime.

This legislation could weaken proven safety and security protocols that
protect our online privacy and personal data.

This legislation would benefit China at the expense of American businesses,
workers and consumers.

This legislation will make the U.S. vulnerable to cyber attacks and security
breaches that endanger the safety of our economy and infrastructure.

Free overnight shipping from Amazon Prime would no longer be free.

U.S. companies could be forced to share personal consumer data with
Chinese companies and even the Chinese Communist Party, making it

vulnerable to hackers.

The legislation could make it harder for consumers to access popular online
services such as YouTube videos and ordering products on Amazon using

your Alexa.

Very/fairly likely Not very/not at all likely Unsure
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Net 
support

+49

Net 
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+16

“After everything you have heard, do you support 
or oppose the proposed legislation in Congress to 
impose new regulations on big tech companies?” 

Initial Informed Net shift

AK +48 +23 -25

FL +42 +15 -27

IA +49 +19 -30

ME +56 +36 -20

NE +50 +4 -46

SC +52 +10 -42

SD +52 +23 -29

UT +47 +8 -39

WV +53 +12 -41

✓ Initial margin of support drops a net 33 points, 
from a +49 to +16 on the informed test.

✓ Support drops among all voter subgroups, across 
all 9 states.  Most dramatic drops were seen in 
Nebraska (-46), South Carolina (-42) and West 
Virginia (-41).
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✓ These voters are widely unfavorable 
toward China (5% favorable/89% 
unfavorable).

✓ A majority are less likely to vote for 
their Senator/Member of Congress if 
they support the legislation (34% more 
likely/51% less likely).

✓ Initial support for the legislation is 71% 
support/16% oppose (net support 
+55%).  Informed support for the 
legislation drops to 46% support/43% 
oppose (net support +3).

✓ Net drop in support among this group is 
-52 points overall.

✓ Best messages for this group are:
▪ Tech companies could be forced to share 

personal data with Chinese competitors; 
making us vulnerable to Chinese 
hackers (65% much less likely to 
support).

▪ This legislation is being pushed by the 
Biden Administration and Liberals.

✓ Most anticipated consequences of the 
legislation for this group are:
▪ Legislation will hurt our economy

▪ Legislation will result in weakened 
security protocols/vulnerability to cyber-
attacks




